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NOTES AND NEWS. 


Intestinal Parasites in Rabbits. 


For some months past, rabbits on the Cheshire 
Estates of the Marquis of Cholmondeley have been 
dying in numbers so large as to cause fear of their 
extermination to be entertained. 

Some carcases have been submitted to Professor 
Penberthy for examination. He reports discovery 
of large numbers of parasites, tapeworms, ‘and 
round worms, in stomach and intestines. 

The tapeworms, not very numerous, are about 
one-third to one-half an inch in length. 

The round worms having some of the characters 
of strongyles, are found in large numbers. The 
mature worm is from + to 4 inch in length, with 
pointed tail and rounded head, red in colour, and 
at first sight, not unlike strongylus tetracanthus of 
the horse. 


Border Countics Veterinary Medical Society. 

Ata meeting of the above Society, held in the 
Bush Hotel, Carlisle, on the 26th October, 1888, 
Proressor WILLIAMS said :— 

“ He believed he was correct in stating that their 
old friend, Mr. Joseph Carlisle. of Carlisle, was 
about the first, and he certainly was the oldest 
qualified Veterinary Surgeon in the County. Al- 
though verging on four score years, his hale, hearty, 
and stalwart form was to be envied; then the en- 
thusiasm and love he had for the profession were 
unqualified, and he (Professor Williams) would like 
to see Mr, Carlisle’s portrait hanging in the Council 
Chamber of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, London, alongside that of his old friend, Mr. 
Thomas Greaves (loud cheers). He had great plea- 
sure in proposing that Mr. Carlisle’s portrait be 
painted in oil, or that an enlarged carbon photograph 
be procured, and that a Committee be appointed to 
carry out the object.” 

Mr. Tuomas Greaves, Manchester, seconded the 
motion which was unanimously adopted by the 
members present. 

Contributions from gentlemen who approve the 
above proposition, and would like to give the object 
their support, will be thankfully received (until the 
21st December), by 

Mr. Joun Bett, V.S., Carlisle, President of the 
Society. 

Mr. Henry Txompson, V.S., Aspatria, Treasurer 
of the Society, or 

Mr. Joun Armstrong, V.S., Penrith, Secretary of 
the Society. 

Mr. Carlisle’s photograph has been taken by 
Messrs. B, Scott & Son, Carlisle, and several private 
gentlemen have already subscribed to the fund. 


Joun Armstronc, Hon. Secretary. 


Fecundity in Pigs: 

A writer has made some rather startling com- 
putations on the subject of pig-breeding. He has 
discovered that, if permitted, pigs will live from 
fifteen to twenty years old; that they commence 
breeding when they are irom nine to twelve months 


old; and that from one pair only, in ten years 
allowing six pigs to a farrow, male and female 
upwards of 6,434,838 pigs would be obtained ; that 
is to say, that if, instead of three acres and a cow, 
a countryman started with some acres and a couple 
of pigs, he might, in the course of ten years, count 
their progeny by millions. This is not reckoning 
on any out-of-the-way basis, for the gentleman 
shows that in Leicestershire one sow actually pro- 
duced 355 pigs in twenty litters; while he men- 
tions that at the exhibition of the Highland and, 
Agricultural Society of Scotland, a boar was shown, 
which, although twenty months old only, was 
already the father of 1,466 pigs. Here, then, is 
wealth for the million; all that a man has to do 
is to get two pigs, and then let them increase and 
multiply. 


Chlorine as a Disinfectant: 

As chlorine is one of the best disinfectants, and 
is now largely used for sanitary purposes, it be- 
comes a matter of interest to ascertain how it may 
be most readily and economically produced on a 
large scale. Dr. Ludwig Vecherkevich has recently 
made a number of experiments in the hygienic 
laboratory of the Imperial Military Medical Acade- 
my of St. Petersburg with the view of deciding 
this point, He finds that when one part of bleach- 
ing powder is mixed with two parts of sulphuric 
acid of the specific gravity of 1:535, just enough 
water being added to cause the bleaching powder 
to be covered, the yield of chlorine is greatest, 
being more than three times what it is for the 
same cost of chemicals when hydrochloric acid of 
the specific gravity of 1:120 is employed. Of 
course, common salt, manganese, and sulphuric 
acid may be employed. In this case the best pro- 
portions are four parts of common salt, three of 
manganese, nine of sulphuric acid (specific gravity 
1-535), and five of water. But this process is 
much more expensive and troublesome than the 
bleaching powder method. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ROPY” CREAM. 


Sir, 

Since the commencement of your ‘‘ Record” it has been 
my idea that the carrying out of a Question and Answer 
column would be a direct acquisition to younger members 
of the profession (and older ones too sometimes), who meet 
with cases in their career which to say the least are puzzling, 
and upon which a direct exchange of ideas would be a great 
help. I have under my notice at this time a dairy of twelve 
cows, in which the whole of the cream after having stood 
some twenty-four hours goes ‘‘ropy,” by which I mean that 
the cream that has risen on milk set up the above time is in 
such a state that it hangs in ‘‘ropes” some two inches or 
more in length, although the milk itself seems to all appear- 
ance normal. : 

This condition has existed for a fortnight or more and 
has so far resisted all efforts to correct it. The whole diet 
of the stock hasbeen changed,the cow-shed re-ventilated and 
cleaned, and each animal had administered doses of Sul ph. 
Mag., Chlorate of Potass, and occasional doses of Sodm 
Bicarb. The milk itself has been treated with Borax and 
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other antiseptics and still the annoying condition goes on. 
Microscopically, with a quarter inch power, I can detect no 
abnormality, neither does any seem to exist until the milk 
has been set, and this not alone on the particular premises 
that the animals are living, but in most of the houses to 
which this milk has been delivered. The whole twelve cows 
are perfectly healthy with temperatures varying from 100 
to 102. Thinking that I might probably be able to isolate 
one particular cow that was the cause of the mischief I had 
a pint from each set up at 1 p.m., Nov. 17th, and attended 
at 11 a.m. the following day, when I found the whole of the 
twelve samples ropy.” 
Can any older M.R.C.V.S. give me advice on the subject, 
as it seems to be one upon which our text books do not touch. 
Yours truly, T. C. F. 


THE NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


Dear Mr. Eprror, 

Mr. Banham’s letter in your issue of the 24th Nov. is 
couched in such remarkable phraseology, that it becomes 
necessary I should further trespass on your valuable space ; 
but in doing so, I desire it to be understood that I am not 
replying to:Mr. Banham; I am sorry I am no longer able 
to do so, but no gentleman with any self respect could con- 
tinue a correspondence with one who thinks proper to bring 
forward a charge of untruthfulness: were it necessary 1 
could easily bring forward corroborative proof of the cor- 
rectness of my reference, but am quite content to allow its 
verification to stand good on my own word. Mr. Banham, 
however, assumes the réle of the injured innocent in such a 
degree, and writes with so much plausibility, that to avoid 
possible misapprehension on the part of your readers, I 
must advance some facts that have come to my knowledge, 
as the result of the appearance of my enquiry in your issue 
of the 27th October. My original question was: ‘‘ Who 
elected the Provisional Committee for the ensuing year?” 

I may say that through your paper I now know, but no 
thanks to Mr. Banham or his apologetic communications. 
In order to clear the way as we proceed, it may be as well 
to state that according to number 53 of the rules of the 
N.V.A.: ‘The Provisional Committee shall be elected 
‘directly or indirectly by the Council from among the mem- 
‘bers of the Association living im the neighbourhood of the 
** place appointed for the next General Meeting.” Was this 
done in the present instance and the rule duly observed? I 
um advised by a gentleman, who has addressed me on the 
subject in consequence of my letter of the 27th October, that 
this was not done: but that a meeting was called, (not by the 
General Secretary, as one weuld suppose) but by another 
#entlernan—an officer of the Association certuinly—whose 
name it is not necessay to !introduce: this meeting was a 
decidedly informal one, as I_ am informed on high authority 
that tiough the President Elect was at the meeting, the 
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President (Professor Williams) was never consulted as to 
calling such meeting, nor was he even advised that it was 
to be held, consequently he was not present. : 

Iam told that at this informal and irregular meeting, 
thirty gentlemen were elected to serve on the Provisional 
Committee, while rule 54 states that the Committee shall 
consist of twenty-four members, besides ex officio members : 
this of course was a breach of this rule, in addition, more- 
over, five of thirty gentlemen so elected, were not members 
of the Association at all, which, again, was a breach of 
rule 53. 

When this error was discovered, a novel method of recti- 
fication was resorted to as the easiest way of getting over 
the difficulty ; namely, a letter was sent round asking each 
one to strike out six names from the list, thus leaving the 
proper number of twenty-four to serve ; the six so struck 
out to stand good as reserve men, should any of the twenty- 
four refuse to act ; this procedure certainly condemns itself 
and does not call for further comment; but should not the 
Secretary have known the proper number in the first 
instance ? 

Mr. Banham states that the Provisional Committee was 
elected by the President and Vice Presidents of the coming 
year, and that this is the method which has been adopted 
each year since the foundation of the Association. If this 
be correct, and as Mr. Banham openly affirms it, I conclude 
it is, then Mr. Banham is convicted on his own confession of 
serious irregularity ; for as General Secretary it surely is 
his duty to see that the rules are strictly observed, and not 
infringed ; as already intimated the rule states that this 
duty properly devolves upon the Council, the constitution of 
which is fully defined in rule 36, and includes a far wider 
membership than the President and Vice Presidents of the 
coming year. 

Of the twenty-four gentlemen whose names were 
graciously permitted to stand on the Committee, a consid- 
erable proportion instead of being ‘‘members of the Asso- 
‘* ciation living in the neighbourhood of the place appointed 
‘*for the next General Meeting,” reside in localities many 
miles distant from the Metropolis, and no stretch of the 
imagination can bring them within the scope of the Rule ; 
this therefcre is another breach of rule 53, which ought not 
to have cccurred, and in itself constitutes an undeniable 
slight to a number of metropolitan practitioners who are 
members of the Association. 

If the members of the Association, as a body, are satisfied 
with such irregular methods of procedure, I am not ;—though 
probably that is a matter of no moment—and I feel assured 
that no association conducted on such lines can prosper. 
For the present I have nothing to add to the aforesaid facts, 
but now leave them to speak for themselves: perhaps the 
time will come when the subject may be further ventilated. 

Yours faithfully, 


BuackHEATH. J. SUTCLIFFE HURNDALL. 


Terms for Advertisements. 
Business ANNOUNCEMENTS— 


Whole page oe oe £2 00 
Quarter ,, 015 O 
Half __i,, we 115 ‘0 
Front Half page os oe ee 200 


Special Prepaid Advertisements. 


ProrrssionaL RequiremMents—Five lines or under 2/6 
(exclusive of heading) each line additional, 6d.—an 
average of eight words in a line. 


Remittance should, in all cases, accompany the order. 


All communications respecting spaces for ADVERTISEMENTS to be addressed to 
MESSRS. TINCKLER & MceNAUGHT, 57 Charing Cross, London, S.W. 


All co icati 
communications to ensure insertion the same week should be delivered at the office not later than Wednesday morning 


aii 
| 
| 
“ie 
on 
4 
4 
. 
“ 
i 
x 
a 


